4 THE SUMMIT COUMTREY DAY SCHGOL

NEW SCIENCE LAB ENRICHES
THE SUMMIT S SCIENCE PROGRAM

i are fascinared by
Chlldl‘ﬁﬂ the wanders of
scientific discovery, and capruring a
woung child’s curicsity and enchusiazm
abour dincsawrs, astronomy, or
wolcanoes is every veachers dream.

At The Summit, teachers halisve
thar children should ke exposed o the
exciing fidds of science ar an carly age
through fun and engaging acrivities
and experiments that are accompanisd
b ropriate informarion.

r;nﬁﬁpuaﬁ skeleton, a model of the
digestive systermn. and child-sized
microscopes- these are just a few of the
things students in the firse through
fourth grades ar The Summic Lower
Schaol are excited o find in their new
Science Lab.

Befors the mew lab, tzachers had o
teach science in their own individual
classrooms. “Mow, the lab gives us a
central locadon for science,” said thicd

rade reacher, Stacy Rembke. “We can
fen.vc the displays aur for all grade
levels 1o s= and use. Having a rocm
thar can be ser up as a lab all day saves
tirme and allews reachers to offer
students even more instruction. Very
Few scheals have n.:epun.l:: lab like this
e this grade level

The Science Lab is  tesource foc all
the reachers with multiple cross-
curriculum  opporrunities. It
encourages students wich hands on
activities and purs science right ar cheir
finger tips. More materials miore
work area offers children the space th
need w explore the human brain ma
or v soudy the conscellations and the

planets, up close and personal.

For the studenis, the Science Lab is
a magical place full of wonder and
myseery. The natural lighe, ample sinls.
:q}:n.:e%.b tables jchar ?;e ju::ﬂh: right
height), compurers for research and
inrernet projecrion, and a carpered
reading area are designed specifically
for pounger children.

Ms. Fembke's class is correncl
working on a weather unir. “We :n.lI
abour the wearher mn.p I.L!LI:I.E the
movable pieces an the dis baard.”
Remke explained. Te re  alsa
discussing the warer gecle and how i
helps produce weather, and we are
studring  different  forecasting
instruments.”

Growing planes and acher living
displays help reach children che
respansibility of caring For living
projeces, Teachers emphasize the Full
experisnce of sxperiments, from ser up
ta clean up. They concentrare on

ing the scientitic merhod, so thac
by the third grade, students are
expected 1o do more  written
abservations and journaling,

The Summit Lower School
participares in the Science Clympiad
Coneest, This nation-wide tese is
administered in the spring. Last wear,
all Summmit students parricipated in the
test and for each grade level, the wp
ten scores became a team score. The
Summits second grade veam score was
ranksd in the vop 10% of all acher
second grade team scores across the
naton. The third grade veam score was
in the top 30% of all chird and fourch

grade team scores,

Science is so impeorant i
world roday, Iv is essencial For

students to develop the concepes,
and building blacks far st
science at the middle and high
level.
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b
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The addition of this new, interacrive
lak will enrich The Summit’s strong
science program and leverage the
students’ narural Fascination wich
nature and sciencs.



